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THE LORD’S PRAYER PART II
SERMON ON THE MOUNT SERIES

Please turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 6.

We have recently covered the first half of what is referred to as the Lord’s Prayer. We saw how each line built upon the previous one. We also saw how these lines are not simply a plea to God for some eschatological hope. These lines praying that God’s name is hallowed, for His kingdom to come and His will to be done, are also something like a, “note to self”. What I mean is that in order for these requests to happen, there is some volition on the part of God’s people. We are to hallow God’s name in order that it is carried as it should be. Historically speaking, it has always been when God’s people failed to keep His statutes that His name has been dragged through the mud. This in turn, hampered the His kingdom coming and His will being done. Therefore, we should see this prayer for all that it is. 

We are now at the very center of the Sermon on the Mount, not by word-count, but more by the structure. I believe it is crucial to see that when we get to the center of the message, we find the subject of prayer. Prior to this prayer, Jesus focused on our relationships with each other. This may seem sort of backwards to us, but we should expect that by now. Since we have gotten to the prayer and have begun dissecting it, we can see that things have reversed once again. The prayer begins by addressing Our Father. The next few lines address His Name, His kingdom and His will. Once again, this is a reversal of what we have seen thus far in the message. Now, we begin to see that the prayer addresses the basic needs of individuals. We can think of this as addressing some of the things we will need in order to carry out what is needed in the first half of the prayer. 

By having the prayer be the hinge in the message, I believe something more is being said. Why is prayer necessary? We have talked about this before. We have just been told that God already knows what we need before we even ask. So, why then should we pray? Isn’t this just a waste of time? No, it isn’t. Last week we talked about the relational issue and how that works in healthy relationships. But we really need to go back further. We need to go back to why creation was created in the first place. 

God, and the rest of the Trinity of course, already existed prior to creation. God wanted more an extended family. We can see that He already had, at some point, His Divine Council, with/ through whom He ruled in the Heavens. But when He created Earth, it was humanity that was to rule this planet. This fact is what irritates the serpent and causes much of the other upheaval we read about in scripture. The fact that God created all this in order for us to exist and rule speaks volumes. What I am saying is that all that was created was created with the relationship between God and humanity in mind. This is what is so important about prayer. God wanted the relationship and the communication all along – from before creation. This is why He simply tells us to talk to Him. He tells us to ask. We don’t have to jump through hoops, and we don’t have to make prayer a large production as the pagans did. We simply have to talk to our heavenly Father. And I believe this is why prayer is at the hinge of Jesus’ message. 

Therefore, as we continue to work through the prayer, we can see that it is divided the same way as the 10 Commandments. The first half of both deal with our relationship with God. The second half deals more with us. Now that we are in the second half of the prayer, we see how the prayer changes focus. 



Matthew 6:9-13

9 fPray then like this:
	 g“Our Father in heaven,
	 hhallowed be iyour name.1
10 	 jYour kingdom come,
	 kyour will be done,2
		lon earth as it is in heaven.
11 	 mGive us nthis day our daily bread,3
12 	 and forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven our debtors.
		but pdeliver us from qevil.4


Now we are at verse 11, and we see the what seems to be a simple request; “Give us our daily bread.” This is the first of four personal requests that align our needs with God’s wisdom. The pivot is from what God desires to what we need. 

If we were to translate the Greek in verse 11, very literally, it would read something like this. 

“The bread of us, which is of today, (or this day), give us today.” 

There are two reasons I’ve put this on the wall. The first is to allow us to go deeper into the Greek behind the verse. The other is show you that translation is not nearly as straight forward as many people think. 

Most of us who grew up reading and reciting this prayer in the KJV are familiar with the phrase, ‘daily bread’. That gets the basic meaning across. In fact, most modern translations still follow this reading from the KJV. We read this and think, ‘give me what I need today, Lord.’ And that is legitimate. But I believe it still doesn’t go as far as the Greek does. Without getting too far out into the weeds in the Greek, there is a word used this verse that is not common at all. It is translated as “daily” here. It is so rare that there has been something of a battle royal about it. And it seems to narrow things down from our daily bread, to what we need at the moment. 

We can see that this prayer is not to load up our barns. It is not a prayer to ask that we be set up for life. It is more along the lines of please give me my next meal – what I need in the next moment. This is about living in the moment. But does this mean that we are not to plan or save? If we think of the Bible as merely a life manual, then we have a problem. But if we see it as wisdom literature, there is no problem. We shall return to this question later. But first, how do we deal with section of the prayer. I say we look for a hyperlink. Can anyone think of a hyperlink? Can anyone think of an OT reference to bread/ daily bread? Let’s look at Exodus chapter 16. 

This story of the Israelites being hungry is sandwiched between two stories of them being thirsty. We can’t read the entire chapter, but we can glean what we need from the highlights. 


Exodus 16

Ex. 16:1   They kset out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel lgrumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3 and the people of Israel said to them, m“Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, nwhen we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Ex. 16:4   Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain obread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may ptest them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, qit will be twice as much as they gather daily.”

There are two main things that would have resonated with Jesus’ hearers when He said, “daily bread.” The first thing was that many, if not most of His hearers lived at the subsistence level – meaning they lived from day to day. In fact, this was reality for most people in that day, no matter where they lived. The second thing would have been this story from Exodus. This is the hyperlink, but what is the context that will help us with what Jesus is saying?

First of all, we see that Israel is in the wilderness. They have been traveling for 45 days; they have seen the Red Sea parted and the army of Egypt swamped. They have sung a song to God, praising Him for their deliverance. Everything is was groovy for a short period of time. Then they got thirsty. We have talked about this in the series about tree imagery. If you’re not familiar with that, please check the series on the website. At any rate, they mumbled and groaned and complained, but God fixed the situation. That’s the short version, but there is a great deal more going on in that narrative. So, they have now seen God move miraculously when it came to their thirst. Now, they are hungry. So, what do they do? They respond according to pattern. They begin to complain. Instead of simply asking God, they complain to and against the person who’s leading them. We see that God said He would test them. This goes to a later portion of the prayer, where we are to pray that we are not led into the test. The fact is that if we are living and consulting God as we ought, then there not necessarily need to be a test. Can you see how the prayer still comes back to us and how we live? 

The Israelites were in the wilderness, traveling through the desert on their way to the Promised Land. They were in need of food. God says He would provide. What would He provide? He would provide for their daily needs. He would give them what they needed day by day – what they needed in the moment, which goes back to the Greek rendering we just saw. For five days of the week, they would be given enough provision for the day. On the sixth day of the week, they were given enough provision for two days in order that they would not have to gather on the sabbath. What is happening here is that we are given a look into the character of God as well as human nature. God provides. He is generous. They did not have to farm for this food. It was given in such a way that they merely had to pick and eat. Can we see this hyperlink? It goes back to Eden, where Adam and Eve merely had to pick their food from the many trees in the garden. It is also noteworthy that in the book of Numbers, the description given likens the appearance of manna to bdellium, which is a precious stone, something like amber described as being in the area where the garden was found. This, along with the fact that they didn’t have to work for the bread gives another picture of Eden. They were being given Eden bread. Once again, this shows us the character of God. 

But what we also see is just how human nature works. There were many people who were lax and didn’t gather enough manna, but we see that during the week, they still had enough, (God’s character). There were those who gathered more than enough. Their manna began to rot. Once again, that is in God’s character. However, we also see that when it came time to gather for two days, there were those who didn’t gather enough. They would go hungry. This shows us the human condition. You see, when we think we have things going our way, when we are in a time of blessing, we tend to get complacent. We lean to our own means and understanding. 

I believe this also why Jesus gave His disciples the object lesson at one time of going out with no provisions. They had to lean on their provision from God. They had enough. But if they had begun to lean on their own understanding, they would have found themselves wanting. This is why we are to pray in this way. It is in order that we continue to lean on God. It is for our benefit and God’s glory. 

So, what about planning for the future? What does the Bible say about that? Does the Bible contradict itself? No. Let’s look at some proverbs that speak to this. 



Prov. 6:6   	jGo to kthe ant, O lsluggard;
		consider her ways, and mbe wise.
7 	nWithout having any chief,
		oofficer, or ruler,
8 	she prepares her bread pin summer
		and qgathers her food in harvest.


Prov. 24:27   	ePrepare your work outside;
		get everything ready for yourself in the field,
		and after that build your house.

Proverbs 15:22
22 	nWithout counsel plans fail,
		but with many advisers they succeed.


These proverbs speak to planning ahead and seeking counsel from the wise. Therefore, these things are wise. There is nothing wrong with planning ahead. This is prudent. So then, how do we square what Jesus says in the prayer with these proverbs. As always, context is important. These proverbs were given during the time of Solomon’s reign. His reign is characterized in scripture as a time of security and plenty. However, when Israel was wandering through the wilderness, this wasn’t the case. They were moving through the desert – a place where abundance was not known. 

This gives us a clue as to handle the issue. When we are in a time of blessing and abundance, we are able to save, plan and prepare. We are told that the poor are still among us, so we are to share from our abundance. But, as we saw in the wilderness wanderings and as we see the disciples moving further away from Jerusalem, they are to depend on God’s provision for what they needed in the moment. And that gets us back to the Greek word we looked at earlier. The prayer is not just for our daily provision, but for what we need in the moment. When we are about the LORD’s business, we are to lean on Him. Should we plan for such things? If we are in a position of abundance, then yes, we can. But we are still to lean on God’s provision and wisdom and not just go about planning as if our situation will always be as such. Can you see that these two ideas are not at odds with one another? Any way you slice it, we are to lean on God and His provision for accomplishing His will. Thinking/ living in this way helps to hold our feet to the fire so as not to allow us to lean to our own means and our own understanding. This is to prevent us from becoming like those who failed the test in the wilderness, as those who became complacent. They took God for granted. Do we also do this as most of us live in relative abundance? This is why we are to pray this prayer and live this way. 

In Proverbs we also see how this thinking is to manifest. 


Prov. 3:9   	Honor the LORD with your wealth
		and with qthe firstfruits of all your produce;
10 	then your rbarns will be filled with plenty,
		and your vats will be bursting with wine.
No matter whether we are living in a time of abundance or scarcity, we are to recognize that God is our provision and that He has more than enough. By giving God our first fruits, that is the first of what we have, we are recognizing it is He, and not ourselves who have made or provided what we need. This is a way of life. 

Let’s look at another hyperlink to see what happens when we don’t see God as having enough blessing to go around. 


Genesis 4:3-6
 3 In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of uthe fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of vthe firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD whad regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but xfor Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 yIf you do well, will you not be accepted?2 And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. zIts desire is contrary to3 you, but you must rule over it.”

Cain got mad. He eventually killed his brother, Abel. Why? The answer is given by God. Cain saw God’s acceptance of Abel’s offering as being limited. Let’s look at verse 6 again.

6 The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 yIf you do well, will you not be accepted?2 And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. zIts desire is contrary to3 you, but you must rule over it.”

At this point in the story, Cain was given an out. He could see God as having enough blessing to go around. If so, grace would abound. Cain would get a mulligan – a do-over. If not, then sin was crouching outside his door as waiting to rule over him. This thinking of Cain’s led to the first murder in the Bible. This thinking, that of not seeing how God is a sufficient provider, not having enough provision for us as we go about His work, leads to all sorts of sin. Look at what happened in the wilderness. Look at how not looking to God for provision, whether it was food or victory against the enemies of Israel led to all sorts of problems. 

What Jesus is teaching us to pray is very basic to the lives of believers. God is a gracious provider. This is true whether we are in times of plenty or times of scarcity. God has created everything in order that His people will succeed in His mission. This is a mission that He wants to succeed more that we do. Therefore, He will provide His people with what they need, in the moment. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For our missionaries who are not in a place or time of plenty, we who are in that place are to plan and give. When the shoe is on the other foot, then the roles are reversed. Either way, we are to live in the moment and look to God for what we need. And in either case, whether we are in a time of abundance or scarcity, we are to see God’s hand in what we receive. God has a plan. And He will provide what is necessary to accomplish it. He knows what we need even before we ask. So, let’s focus on his will and then see how this applies to us, as the whole of the prayer continues to bring us back to how His people, through His provision will accomplish His will on earth, as it is in Heaven. 
